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ACCEPTANCE and PATRONAGE 
OF THE 
RIGHT Ho'NoURABLE, 
I LL 4: 4-2, + 
Earl of MARC H and RUGLEN, 


One of the 


Lords of the Bedchamber to his Majeſty, 
This DISCOURSE is, 1 


With the utmoſt Reſpect and Acknowledgment, 
DEDICATED. 


By his Lordſhip's 


Obliged Chaplain, 
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And moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 


Johnſtreet Weſtm. 
Febr. 13. 
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NO a SAv 


PSA. 1 xx. at the oth Verſe, 


SAVE, Los, AND HEAR Us, O RING or 
HEAVEN, WHEN WE CALL UPON THEE. * 


HAT a Being of infinite Perfection 
L hath exiſted from Eternity, by whom 
all Worlds were made, is an in- 
tereſting and awful Truth, which Mankind 
in general do acknowledge, and it is pre- 
ſumed, believe. The Heavens, which ſo 
evidently declare the Glory of God, are be- 
yond Controverſy a Demonſtration of his 
Power, Nor is the Fabric of this inferior 
World too weak a Proof of the ſame great 


God Almighty, either to excite our Wonder, 
or command our Veneration. 


But when with the created Heavens and 
the Earth are confidered the whole animal 
Species, and above all, the Human: That to 
Matter is communicated Motion, and Life, 
and Thought, and Memory, and Reflec- 
tion, and the Hope of a bleſſed Immorta- 
lity, how are we animated to believe with 
all the Heart, and with all the Soul, and from 
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| 5 and Sorrow, to ſuſtain a weak and 
miſerable Poſterity, expoſed in a defencelel; 


by no means too diſtant from Reaſon to be 
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the Cradle to the Grave, to REMEMBER ous E 


CREATOR h 


But it is for Men of little Faith to ac- (| 
knowledge only a creating God. A lender 
and inſufficient Return indeed to the Mer. 
cies Which we experience. For is this all I p 
the Glory which we can aſcribe to the In- 
habiter of Eternity? Could he, who in bis U 
own Image made Mankind, forget the Life ;3, 
he gave? Left he firſt the created Pair, in 


Infancy to innumerable Accidents fatal to 
their Security, Eaſe, and Comfort? He, 
under whoſe merciful Protection he Sparrow 
bath found her an Houſe, and the Swallow a 
Ne where ſhe may lay ber Yeung? It is im- 
. 


That the ſupreme God ſhould in his infi- 
nite Mercy /upport whom he had created, is 


admitted. That to him the helpleſs Infant 
owes. its Safety; to him the tender State of +... 
Childhood its Protection; to him the advancedJJ rect 
in Wiſdom and in Stature Advantages peculiar ceſt 


to their Maturity; and that in proportion as „en 


the Families of Mankind increaſed, and Socie-·¶ pra 
ty became requiſite for their common Aid, and gen 


Parr. and Protection, the Bleſſing of the fame 
Heavenly - 


E 

PROTO Interpoſer hath deſcended- upon 
human Labors, as a Teſtimony of his Good- 
neſs, his Mercy, and his paternal Care, from 
the Foundation of the World. T 


But as theſe, the rational Evidences of 
Divine Providence, obtained no favorable Re- 
ception in the Hearts of the Wicked, and the 
Unbelieving, a more perfect Revelation of 
the Being and Attributes of God was wonder- 
fully communicated to Mankind, afliſting 
them in the comfortable Diſcovery of Truth, 
the Belief of which, (notwithſtanding an in- 
finite Diverſity of human Oppoſition) no 
Diſtance of Time, no Viciſſitude of Fortune, 
no Change of Government, no not even the 
Idolatries of the heathen World could ex- 
terminate. 


The Hiſtory of the Kings of Iſael and of 
Judab, mean and contemptible as it hath 
been repreſented, and with much familiar 
Cenſure and Remark from the Seat of the 
Scornful, is yet a noble and authentic Ex- 
tract of the Annals of the antient World, 
recording memorable Atchievements of ſuc- 
ceſsful Armies, which no Nation under Hea- 
ven might diſdain to look on with equal 
Praiſe and Wonder. That it has not more 
generally that Effect, is lamentable. The 
e 3 | cool 
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the Cradle to the Grave, to REMEMBER our fff 
CREATOR h 


But it is for Men of little Faith to ac- I ;; 
knowledge only a creating God, A flender 
and inſufficient Return indeed to the Mer- 
cies which we experience. For. is this all © 
the Glory which we can aſcribe to the In- 
habiter of Eternity ? Could he, who in bi: W U 
own Image made Mankind, forget the Life Y ;4 
he gave? Left he firſt the created Pair, in W fu 
Labor and Sorrow, to ſuſtain a weak and I th 
miſerable Poſterity, expoſed in a defenceleſs I th. 
Infancy to innumerable Accidents fatal to I gn 
their Security, Eaſe, and Comfort? He, Di 
under whoſe merciful Protection e Sparrow KU no 
bath found her an Houſe, and the Swallow a Ide 
Neſt where ſhe may lay ber Young? It is im- 
Nele. | 


That the ſupreme God ſhould in his infi- 
nite Mercy ſupport whom he had created, is 
by no means too diſtant from Reaſon to be 
admitted. That to him the helpleſs Infant 
owes its Safety; to him the tender State of trace 
Childhood its Protection; to him the advanced rec 
in Miſdam and in Stature Advantages peculiar ..,; 
to their Maturity; and that in proportion as ven 
the Families of Mankind increaſed, and Socie-¶ pra 
ty became requiſite for their common Aid, and gent 


Ne Protection, the Bleſſing of the fame 
Heavenly 


F 
Heavenly Interpoſer hath deſcended upon 
human Labors, as a Teſtimony of his Good- 
neſs, his Mercy, and his paternal Care, from 
the Foundation of the World. 1 


But as theſe, the rational Evidences of 
Divine Providence, obtained no favorable Re- 
ception in the Hearts of the Wicked, and the 
Unbelieving, a more perfect Revelation of 
the Being and Attributes of God was wonder- 
fully communicated to Mankind, aſſiſting 
them in the comfortable Diſcovery of Truth, 
the Belief of which, (notwithſtanding an in- 
finite Diverſity of human Oppoſition) no 
Diſtance of Time, no Viciſſitude of Fortune, 
no Change of Government, no not even the 
Idolatries of the heathen World could ex- 
terminate. 


The Hiſtory of the Kings of Irael and of 
Tudah, mean and contemptible as it hath 
been repreſented, and with much familiar 
Cenſure and Remark from the Seat of the 
Scornful, is yet a noble and authentic Ex- 
tract of the Annals of the antient World, 
recording memorable Atchievements of ſuc- 
ceſsful Armies, which no Nation under Hea- 
ven might diſdain to look on with equal 
Praiſe and Wonder. That it has not more 
generally that Effect, is lamentable. The 
F cool 


1 
cool Acceptance that it meets with, (nay, ac- 
tually the ſlender Credit) is aſtoniſhing. 


i 


But what are human Prejudices, but 2 
Demonſtration of our Wretchedneſs, and 
our Frailty, our ſmall Extent of Thought, and 
incompetency of Judgment? The Truth of 
God is undeniable. Believe it, or believe it 
not, it is the Truth of God. Diveſt it of all 
 . Advantages, it will convince. If Daviy 
be eſteemed partial as a Prophet, conſider 
him in the Character of a Soldier. 
See him renowned in Battle, yet clothed 
with Humility: © I will not truſt in my Bow, F 
it is not my Sword that ſhall help me; in the ; 
Pride and Joy of Conqueſt, aſcribing unto | 
God the Glory, Net unto us, O Lord, not 7 

unto us, but unto thy Name give the Praiſe.” 
In all the Difficulties and Dangers which are 4 
inſeparable from a Time of War, imploring, 1 
and teaching to implore, the Divine aſſiſt- 
- ance ; ſome put their Truſt in Chariots, and 
ſome in Horſes, but we will remember: the Name 
of the Lord our God. Save, LoRD, AND 
HEAR Us, O RING of HEAVEN, WHEN 

- WE CALL UPON THEE, | 


Lalls i. _— — ld a ** . 


As this World is circumſtanced, Nation 

 eoill riſe againſt Nation, and Kingdom againſi 

| Kingdom, and the Sword of War is found as 
requiſite to preſerve the Connections, and rai; 

er, 


Wo 2, 

der. of Society, as the Sword of Ju ice. 
Surely it is to all the Princes in the World 
an infinitely intereſting Concern, that God 
himſelf aſſiſteth them, in the Preſervation 
of the Peace and Liberties of their People, 
and that if Juſtice be their Aim, Heaven 
will be their Protection. Let us conſider on 
this our Day oH HuuiLIATION, the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of a ſuitable Dependance on this 
glorious Interpoſition of a merciful Creator, 


and vindicate the Ways of God to Man.” 


When the proud King of 4/jria had in- 
ſulted the weaker Hoſts of 1ſrae/, did Heze- 
kiah make that Pious Prayer unheard ? 
C Lord, bow down thine Ear, and hear, open 
Lord, thine Eyes and ſee* ! hear the Words 
of Sennacherib, which he hath ſent to re- 
proach the LIVING Gop.” 


That aſtoniſhing Slaughter of the Aſſyrian 
army, which, in conſequence of this good 
King's Supplication, was foretold by the Pro- 
phet 1/aiah, was, beyond all poſſibility of hu- 
mand Expectation accompliſhed, in their very 
Camp, and their Blaſpheming King himſelf 
deſtroyed, amidſt the Multitude of his Hoſts, 


* 2 Kings xix. 16. 
B The 


„ 
The Race is not always to the S7ft, or 
the Battle to the Strong. 


When the religious King of Judab went 
up with wicked Ahab to Ramoth Gilead, 
who guided the fatal Shaft in that adven- 
turing Hand, which ſmote the diſguiſed King 
of Iſrael between the Joints of the Harneſs x. 
Who? Why it was that great God of Armies, 
that -unſeen Diſpoſer of Events, who had 
already ſent his diſregarded Propbet, to cry 
aloud, to ſpare not, to lift up his Voice like a 
Trumpet, to foretell that wretched King's De- 
ſtruction. 


But let me not multiply Inſtances from the 
holy Scriptures, for one from that authentic 
Volume, is to a Chriſtian Audience, as a 
Thouſand, Demand of the Experience of 
later Ages, appeal to Examples which we 
have heard, and known, not ſuch only as 
our Fathers have told us, but which we have 
lived fortunately to ſee. Remember the Bleſ- 
ſings, and the Succeſſes, and thoſe favourable 
Circumſtances, of even a Time of War, 
which are at this Hour the more familiar Ob- 
jets of our Thankſgiving, and our Praiſe, 
and diſdain not 0 turn unto the Lord, with 
weeping, and with faſting, and with mourn- 


* 2 Ch on. xvii. Ver, 33. 
ing. 


| E 
ing, for the Preſervation of ſuch a Commu- 
nity as this. 


Admit that we diſcern not with our cor- 
oral Senſes the interpoſing Hand of God, 
concerned evidently in our Defence, yet 
to our intellectual Sight, that wondrous 
Guidance of the Supreme is confeſſedly diſ- 
tinguiſhable, and the 77v7/ible Things of God 
are as abſolutely acknowledged in our Hearts, 
as if we ſaw them with our Eyes. 


That ſe Diſputers of the World, either 
from their Perverſity, their Wickedneſs, or 
their Ignorance, are not more generally pre- 
vailed upon to acknowledge the Divine Pro- 
vidence, cannot poſſibly be admitted as an 
Argument that no ſuch Providence doth ex- 
iſt, A Forgetfulneſs of Benefits and Favours 
is no Degree of Proof that they never were. 
conferred, in the Opinion of any Man living, 
but the Ungrateful. 


But what ſaith our Heavenly Inſtructor in 
Righteouſneſs for our Aid in this intereſting 
Enquiry ? Confider the Lillies of the Field. 
Obſerve attentively the gradual Advances of 
ſo minute a Vegetable. Can the moſt curious 
Eye diſcern any Part of the Progreſſion of 
this ſweet Ornament of the Valley? And yet 
that it doth arrive regularly, and without Ex- 

B -2 ception 


622) 
ception of one in many thouſand Inſtances 


to the Maturity of its Perfection, its Fra- 
grance, and its Beauty, is undeniable. 


So, in the Progreſs of Cauſes infinite in 


their Variety, the Interpoſition of God's Pro- 
vidence is, in the moral Government of the 
World, as to its Manner of acting inviſible, 
but exceedingly evident in its Effects. The 
Generality of Mankind (God be praiſed,) is 
ſatisfied of the conſummate Equity of this 
Aſſertion. Both high and low conſpire in 
that Simplicity, Rs, Candor, that Acquieſ- 
cence, and finally, in that common Senſe, 
which lead to the profound Acknowledge- 
ment of ſo comfortable a Truth. It is for 
Men only of bright Parts, and an aſpiring 
Genius, great in Nature, and improved by 
Education, to diſpute it. Who net having 


Faith themſelves, ſcarcely can indure that 


others ſhould aſpire to ſo divine a Virtue: 
Wiſe in their own Sigbt as Serpents, and harm- 
leſs as Doves. The ſole efficient Cauſes of 
all the Good which they receiye, and all the 
Comforts which they oy 


And is there (can we be perſuaded to be- 
lieve?} that tranſcendent Excellence in hu- 
man Nature which can ſupply the Abſence 
of the Deity? In whom is an infallible 
Underttanding ? And Counſel which may 

be 


a* . am *, ö 


2 
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be depended on in all Emergencies? And 
strength which cannot fear Reſiſtance? And 
a conſummate Knowledge of Futurity ? 


Where theſe are manifeſt, there is the Go- 


vernor of the World. It is in him only to 


whom theſe Attributes can be aſcribed, to be 
the Preſerver of Men. He, whoſe Power is 
Ommpotence, whoſe Wiſdom is Omniſcience, 
whole Goodneſs is Holineſe, whoſe Greatneſs 
is Immenſity, and whoſe Age Eternity. 


But God is too great to behold the Things 
which are in Heaven and in Earth —Then 
would he not have been too great to have 
created thoſe Things? We are in no Degree 
acceſſary to our own Exiſtence. For his Plea- 


ſure we are, and were created: And upon 


a Suppoſition that there is no Providence Di- 


vine from whom we may reaſonably hope 
for Aid, in all the Difficulties which are in- 


ſeparable from this inconſtant World, we. 


are, of all the Creatures upon Earth, the 
moſt ſincerely to be compaſſionated ; the 
Foals of the Air, and the Beaſts of the Field, 
are a Species of Beings far happier than the 
Human: They, ſuſtained by the bounteons 
Productions of Nature, and * bleſſed with 
conſtant Plenty, and Eaſe, and regular Ha- 
bits, without the Knowledge of Exceſs, or 
even the Deſire of it, whilſt inſeparable from 


the Sons of Men, is Anxiety, and Care, and 


unjuſt 


2 (207 me” 


(6 4 
unjuſt Cenſure, and continual Viciſſitude, 
and the Loſs of all we love, and Sickneſs, and 
Pain, and ſevere Death; Variety of Mi 
fortune! 


But Opinion rejoiceth in Speculation, and 


Liberty of Thought admits of no Confine- 
ment. It is af manifeſt Unbelief in Pro- 
vidence, (you will ſay) but a kind of Diff- 
dence, which I cannot overcome.” But wh 
not overcome the Diffidence ? Is there no Aid 
from Heaven poſſible? Lord I believe, hel; 
thou my Unbelief I have a little Faith, O 
God, aſſiſt me to increaſe it! 


« But I ſee good Men frequently in Cir- 
cumſtances of extreme Diſtreſs, and am amaz:- 
ed, (if there be an interpoſing Providence) that 


they are not more univerſally the Care of ſuch 
a juſt and merciful Gd. « 


Are you ſure that you ſee good Men ſo cir- 
cumſtanced? You believe doubtleſs that you 
do, but who knoweth the Secrets of the 
Heart? And how perpetually we are deceiv- 
ed by ten thouſand Appearances of Goodneſs ? 
It is probable that what even the beſt of us 
ſuffer, is not the one half of what we may 
deſerve to ſuffer. But have Patience to wait 
the Iſſue of heavenly Diſpenſations. If they 
really are good Men, they will revere 861 

God, 


„ 

God, even in their Adverſity, whether it be 
in ſaying with the diſtreſſed Eli *, it is the 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good; or 
with patient Job in uncorrupt Integrity t, The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord; or with one 
ſtill more ſeverely deſtitute of every worldl 
Comfort +, not my Will, O God, but thine be 
done. | | 


But ſhould you ſtill be tempted by the un- 
equal Portion and Allotment of this World's 
Good, to look upon the great Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth, as inattentive to the Care, and 
the Protection and the Reward of: virtuous 
Individuals, confider for one Moment the ge- 
neral Conſequences of moral Good and Evil. 
That from every the minuteſt Degree of a 
virtuous and reputable Deportment, there is 
ſcen abſolutely to reſult ſome apparent Emo- 
lument to Mankind. That the Induſtrious 
and the Frugal, are uſually crowned with Plen- 
ty; the Temperate and the Abſtemious with 
Health; the Prudent and the Circumſpect 
with Safety; and above all, with that Com- 
poſure, that Serenity, that Peace of Mind, 
and Eaſe of Conſcience, which 7s not to be 


purchaſed with Money, that Favour with God 


Sam. iii, 18,  Þ Jobi. 24. + Luke xxii. 41. 


8 


and 


( 


| ( © 7, 
and Man, which is inſeparable from the Up- 
right and the Sincere. | 


Then, call to your Remembrance thoſe in- 


numerable Evils, which attend on human 
Vices. Reflect ſeriouſly and deliberately, 
and with Attention. Set before your Eyes a 
covetous Man, or a revengeful, or a Man given 
to Exceſs, looſe in Morals, and deſtitute of 
Conſcience; think of all his Intervals of 
Inquietude and Diſappointment, and ſecret 
Miſgivings of Heart; of Health impaired, 
and Reputation loſt ; of the little -Eſteem 
which he poſſeſſes, and the leſs which he 
deſerves, and I am perfuaded that there is no 
Affluence of Circumſtances upon Earth, 
which can make ſuch a Man the Object 
of your Envy, even though it were an ex- 
treme Difficulty to obtain your daily Bread. 


Oppoſe every Vice to every Virtue under 
Heaven. Compare criminal Voluptuouſneſs 
with Pleaſures temperate and inoffenſive; the 
angry, the unforgiving, and the diſcontented, 
with the eaſy, the benevolent, and the hu- 
mane: Single from all Orders and all Degrees 
of men; the wiſe in their Deportment, and 
the ſtudious in their Calling; and if they 
have not infinitely a fairer Proſpect of Credit 
and Comfort, and every poſſible Degree of 


Succeſs, than the Slothful, and the Waſteful, 
and 
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. 
and the averſe to Diſcipline, there is no De: 
pendance on Experience. 


Nay, let the PlEASURESs of the World 
advance exquiſite in their Variety, and fair 
as they are to look on. Diſpoſe them to the 
beſt Advantage. Set them together in Ar- 
ray, Confront them with Abſtinence and 
Moderation, and domeſtic Oeconomy, and the 
Fruits of Diſcretion and Retirement. Even 
they themſelves will confeſs, (and a Thou- 
ſand diſtreſſed Families will bear witneſs to 
the Depoſition) that they (envied as they are) 
are lighter upon the Balance than Vanity itſelf. 
A A to the unacquainted with the 
World, to the Experienced, an Incumbrance. 


/ 


The invariable Tendency which there is 
in every Departure from Goodneſs to make 
Mankind unhappy, is a rational and convinc- 
ing Argument of an univerſal Providence, 
conſulting the general Good of all the Fami- 
lies of the Earth, in their reſpective Degrees 
of Subordination. For a perfect Equality 
among Men would deſtroy human Society. 


Surely there is not to the Soul ſo comfort- 
able a Subject of Meditation as that of the 
infinite Goodneſs of God intereſted in our 
Preſervation, and every. Momegt of our Lives 


intent + that gracious and merciful De- 
C ogy. 


1 


CF 
fign. If there be not that one Creature liv- 
ing, too inconſiderable to have attracted the 
Attention of its Divine Creator, how much 
more ſhall the human. Species be animated to 
rejoice in the conſtant and benign Protection 
. an Almighty and moſt merciful F ather! 


What Man is there among you of whom if 
bis Son ſhould aſe” Bread, would he give him a 
Stone? is a ſevere but juſt Reproach of our 
Forgetfulneſs of him our heavenly Father, 
who cannot but have Compaſſion on our In- 
firmities: Whoſe Property it is always to have 
Mercy; to*give to thoſe that aſe, thoſe who 
implore the Bleſſings of his Providence 
with undiſſembled „ and conſider his 
Honour and Glory as the grand Object of 
their Ambition. 


But is the Goodneſs of our heavenly Pre- 
ſerver the leſs, in Fact, conſpicuous, becauſe 
the Vitious do not ſee it, or the Prejudiced 
acknowledge it not? If the Pride and Va- 
nities of the World have turned afide our 
Hearts from God, ſhall it therefore be af- 
- firmed that there is 20 God? Are the Degrees 
of Light and Shade imperceptible- to. the 
Eye, .. a blind Man has loſt the Power 

fd diſcerning them ? 


Me Lord is 5 King be the People never ſor im- 
patient; 


6990 
patient ; he fitteth between the Cherubims, be | 
the Earth never ſo unquiet. A 


Does the favourite Child perceive with 
what an exquiſite Senſe of Feeling the ten- 
der Hearts of Parents are diſtreſſed for its 
Security ? They, by almoſt every Thought 
and Word, and Action of their Lives, con- 
ſalt its conſtant Intereſt ; think of it in its 
Abſence every Moment with Anxiety, eſteem 
no Pains too great, no Labour too inceſſant 
for its Preſervation, its Succeſs, and its Im- 
provement ; whilſt the little idle Obje& of 
all their Sollicitude and Love, and Hopes, 
and Fears, never once, no not once, remem- 
bers the deareſt Friends he has. | 


And do we, the Children of our Father 
which is in Heaven, (increaſed as we are in 
Stature, Years, and Wiſdom,) do we more 
regularly, or more attentively, look up to 
the Author of innumerable Benefits? Are 
our wandering Thoughts reclaimed calmly to 
aſpire to Habitations of Holineſs, and of Glo- 
ry? Do we daily and hourly, nay, do we 
at all confider, in our more ſerious and ab- 
ſtracted Moments, by our Meditations, or at 
our Prayers, thoſe unſpeakable Bleflings . 
which reſult from the Divine Protection? 


Wonderful is Cod's interpoſing Power, 
as but 


N 
but by no Means too difficult to be ſuppoſed, 
It is aſtoniſhing, but it is not incredible. 


In Confidence of the Truth of this vetio- 
rable and ſacred Doctrine, the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſlature hath proclaimed a Faft, and 
called a ſolemn Aſſembly. This Day of pub- 


lic Humiliation is conſecrated to implore 


Relief from Heaven in the preſent national 
Emergencies. And if, when tee or three are 
gathered together, there is Mercy with God 
to hear the ſecret Prayer, is it believed, or 
even ſuſpected, from any reaſonable Grounds 
of Conjecture, that the united Voices of 


an Aſſembled Feople can lament their Sins in 
vain ? 


Abundantly do we (even in this Time of 
Trouble) enjoy Advantages, which Nations, 


greater and mightier than we, are: miſerably 
ſenſible of the Want of. It is not only our 


memorable Succeſs in War, but the Circum- 
ſtances of our Situation that is the juſt Object 
of our Acknowledgment. Our common 
Sentiments of Humanity will enable us to re- 
collect with Pity the Diſtreſſes of thoſe un- 
happy People, whoſe Kingdoms are the Seat 
of War; lamenting the Ruin of their Com- 
merce, and the Scarcity of their Proviſions, 
whilſt Fear inexprediible 1s on every Side, for 
every dent, and precious, and intimate Con- 
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nection- in Nature; whilft Thouſands fall be- 
fore them, and ten Thouſand at their right 
Hand, and every Condition in Life is reduc- 
ed to ſuffer an univerſal Calamity, which 
ſpareth neither Age, nor Sex, an Avenger 
of Wrath, without Reſpe& of Perſons, from 
him that fitteth on a Throne of Glory, unto 
him that is humbled in Earth and Aſbes. 


How ſhall we congratulate the Victorious, 
great in the Art of War, and, proſperous in 
the Event of it, but with a Tear of intimate 
Compaſſion for the Beſieged, and the Slain, 
and the Diſtreſſed in the Field of Battle. 


To rejoice with them that do rejoice, is ac- 
ceptable, o weep with them that weep, is 


The Fleets and Armies of our Enemies 
have hitherto (God be praiſed) been ineffec- 
tual to our intended Ruin. Let not their Vices 
have the Succeſs and Influence to accom- 
pliſh that melancholy Event. Theſe are the 
victorious - Invaders of Kingdoms conſigned 
to Deſolation. | | F 


Where are the Egyptian, and the Per- 
ſian, and the great Afyrian Monarchies? 
And what is become of the Grecian, and 
of the Roman Empires? They are buried 
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in the open Sepulchre of Luxury and Volup- 


tuouſneſs. And all the Kingdoms of the 
World, and all the Glory of them, from that 
Moment in which they are actuated by the 


ſame fatal Principles, will inevitably begin 


to ſink into the ſame lamentable Obſcurity. 


For look into the Manners of a thouſand 
Families, gather from among them the Sen- 
ſual, and the Profane, and the Immoral, and 
it is impoſſible to believe and hope (from any 
common Obſervation and Experience) that 
they can long proſper in the Land. Imagine 
but the Vices of theſe ſelected Families to be- 
come national, and the Evils conſequent 
thereupon, will become national: National 
Diſcredit, national Misfortune. Good Men 
are the only good Subjects of his Majeſty. 
For their Virtues, God is merciful to the Un- 
thankful, and the Evil. 1 wiLL not DETSROY 
IT FOR THEIR SAKE. 


. There is not that one Individual in the 
Kingdom who does not contribute, 'in pro- 
portion to his Conſequence in Life, to the 
Good or Evil of us all. We are all Par- 
takers of the common Lot, of the Joy, or 
the Sorrow, the Succeſs, or the Misfortune of 
the Public. We are united in Our Views, in 


our Intereſts, and in our Claims. We are as | 


Streams iſſuing from one original Fountain. 


Men 
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Men of one Faith, one Hope, one God, one 
Saviour of us all. And that moſt wretched 
among Men, who has not the Love of his 
Country, and the Hope of its Preſervation 


in his Heart, is an Enemy to himſelf, his 
Family, and bis Friends. 


God grant that the Remembrance of this 
holy Solemnity may ſur vive the Day; that we 
may retain a grateful Senſe of the Divine 
Patronage and Protection, not ſolely as a 
Nation, but as Individuals, not in our Churches 
only, but in our Chambers, with Devotion. 
Not abſolutely that we may be ſeen of Men, 
but as more immediately conſcious of that aw- 


ful and facred Preſence, to whom the Se- 


crets of all Hearts are open. 


Levthe ſame bright Shining of the Glory 
of God improve our Virtues to Maturity, 
and cauſe our Vices and our Prejudices to wi- 
ther away: Teaching us in all our Endea- 
vours for the public Good, to remember, in 
whoſe Hand are the Viciffitudes and Events 
of War; to whoſe good Providence it is our 
indiſpenfible Duty, with all Prayer, and 
Supplication, and Interceſſion, to reſort. That 


it may pleaſe him to bleſs and preſerve the 


Kingdom, giving Wiſdom to our Councils, and 
to our Arms Succeſs, and to our People Unity 
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» '* And may the Divine Goodneſs 1 ever= 
more protect the Britiſh Diadem, and the 
HEAD that wears it, from theſe the Dawn- 

of an auſpicious Government, to the 
1 Period of a long and Ip py Reign! 
that our Poſterity may rejoice in the Remem- 
brance of God's diſtinguiſhed Mercies, and 
the Benefit of our ineſtimable Liberties be 
tranſmitted to the Children which. UE, IN 

1 | unborn. . Cove cones a 
And let us Ste be ny pg 
and be perſuaded, that God will in his infi- 
nite Mercy be propitious to thoſe our united 

Prayers and Supplications, Which we hum: 

bly offer before the Throne Trac&Fin' the 

ever bleſſed Name of our Divine Redeemet. 
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